
Insulation Materials
HAZARDOUS WASTE

Some insulation materials produced prior to 2004 may contain 
brominated flame retardants, which can be harmful to the environ-
ment. Brominated flame retardants are commonly used in tubular 
insulation made of cellular rubbers (“Armaflex”, “Glavaflex”, etc.), 
colored foam boards (XPS foam boards), insulation mats used in 
tunnels (PE-boards), among other things. 

How to treat it?
•	 Needs to be sorted and put in plastic bags or your own con-

tainer.
•	 Treat and dispose as hazardous waste.

Possible environmentally harmful substances
•	 Brominated flame retardants.
•	 Antimony.
•	 CFC- / HCFC- / HFC-gas.

Classification and labeling of the waste

Classification of the 
waste

Waste code Suggested EAL-code

Waste containing brominated 
flame retardants.

7155 *17 06 03

Insulation containing hazardo-
us blowing agents (yellow 
PUR-foam in insulated garage 
doors/ports, cooling rooms and 
walls in camping cars/wagons, 
XPS-boards in insulation under 
buildings, roads etc.).

7157 *17 06 03

Normal non-hazardous waste types
•	 Cellular rubber insulation produced after 2004 (year of con-

struction and rehabilitation).
•	 XPS-boards produced after 2004. White insulation boards 

(Styrofoam) used inside or in connection to a construction.

Tips
If you own several XPS- or PE-boards, you should examine 
whether the boards do contain any substances that are 
harmful to the environment. Send a sample of the material that 
potentially contains these substances to a chemical analysis 
laboratory to test for brominated flame retardants, CFC-gas, 
HCFC-gas and HFC-gas.

Read more about the type of waste 

Published by
NHP-nettverket

byggemiljo.no
post@nffa.no

Pink XPS insulation boards under concrete floor.

Tunnel insulation of white PE-boards.

Tubular insulation. Cellular rubber insulation normally takes the color of 
black or gray but is can also be painted.

XPS-boards are usually light blue, pink, light green or light orange. When 
demolition, the XPS-boards must be handled in such a way that they are 
preserved in its original form and state, and not destroyed. 


